
2017 Galápagos Islands Campaign

The Galápagos Islands are an archipelago of 20 islands, originally called the Enchanted
Islands, and made famous by Charles Darwin. Darwin had visited the islands in 1835, and later
formulated his theory of evolution based on his experience during this trip. Still, no one took
much interest in them until World War II, when the United States opened an Air Force base on
Baltra Island. In the 1960s, the Ecuadorean Government, having annexed the islands in 1832,
woke up to their tourist potential, declared them a national park and got serious about their
conservation. Visitors had to be accompanied by official government guides, and sleep
aboard boats to limit environmental degradation.

Since then, much has changed throughout the Galapagos Islands in regards to population
and tourism. Until the 1970’s, the total population was approximately 4,000 and is now close
to 30,000. The number of annual visitors has also continued to increase significantly. In 1990,
the number of annual visitors on the Galapagos Islands was approximately 20,000 when we
now see approximately 40,000 per year.



The rise in population and tourism throughout the
Galapagos Islands has also influenced the
population of free-roaming animals and their ability
to thrive in such a remote space. For the past 14
years, Animal Balance has been partnering with with
Agencia de Regulacion y Control de la
Bioseguridzd prara Galapagos (ABG) to protect all
species throughout the Galapagos Islands. ABG is a
government agency entrusted with protecting the
biosecurity throughout the protected Galapagos.
For well over a decade, Animal Balance has been
traveling throughout the Galapagos Islands, hosting
mobile sterilization clinics for dogs and cats to
target the populations of free-roaming animals. We
have also provided tools to the community to be
able to better care for their cats and dogs through
dog training, outreach campaigns and fun
community events. In addition, Animal Balance has
trained Ecuadorian vets in the best practices of
high-volume spay/neuter, enabling the program to
become sustainable. By balancing the populations
of free-roaming dogs and cats and providing these
essential tools and services, we are striving to
protect wildlife that share similar habitats
throughout the islands.
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For the first time, since the beginning of our work on the Galapagos
Islands, Animal Balance received approval for the transport and
administration of DHLPP vaccines for dogs on the islands. As the vaccine
consists of a modified live virus, it had been banned for import until March of
this year. This core vaccine provides puppies and dogs with protection
against viruses such as parvo and distemper. For many years, dogs have
been susceptible to contracting these contagious life-threatening viruses.
Due to a generous donor, Animal Balance was able to ship DHLPP vaccines
for 500 dogs prior to the arrival of our team. Gaining access to these
vaccines was a massive accomplishment and enabled us to extend our life-
saving services being offered for dogs/to the community.

Through the continued support of Alley Cat Allies, our team of volunteer
veterinarians, technicians, and skilled-animal handlers traveled to these
enchanted islands for two weeks to serve the cat and dog populations on
Santa Cruz and San Cristobal islands.

During the first week on Santa Cruz, our team worked in a
veterinary clinic located at ABG’s headquarters. Opened in
2016, this clinic provides veterinary services targeted toward
cats and dogs, and is symbolic of the change that Animal
Balance has influenced throughout the Galapagos. The efforts
of our long-term partners are now focused on compassionate
solutions over eradication. These population solutions that
have proven effective on the Galapagos Islands are now
being utilized to serve islands throughout the world. To
acknowledge these collective achievements, ABG presented
Animal Balance with a plaque on the new veterinary clinic.

Although, Animal Balance focuses on sterilization
procedures during our campaigns, and our doctors have
limited capacity to treat more serious medical conditions,
our team wasn't willing to give up on Iris. There was
something so special about her that made our herarts
melt just a bit. Our doctors agreed to spay her, remove
her eyes and her mammary mass, and do what they
could to alleviate her pain.

Over the three days that Iris was in our clinic, cared for
by our vets and technicians, she showed incredible
improvement and the quest to began to find her a
forever home.

Emma reached out to Sarah Darling, a local artist, who
has been a friend of Animal Balance since the early
days. Sarah has shared with us Nana Iris's new life in
her home.

Click here to read more about Iris's story.

http://animalbalance.net/nana-iris-in-her-forever-home/
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In addition to providing sterilization and vaccination services, Animal Balance also introduced ABG’s
veterinary team to low-stress handling techniques. These techniques increase safety for both handlers and
patients during vaccine clinics. As ABG continues to vaccinate dogs throughout the islands, they will be
able to utilize these new skills to ease the stress of anxious patients and safely handle them for medical
treatments.

After our successful week on Santa Cruz, our team traveled with all of the medical supplies by boat to San
Cristobal. After surviving the seas, this adventurous team again set-up their surgical clinic, located in a
town hall building in the center of Puerto Baquerizo Moreno. Due to the lack of veterinary resources
available on-island, we had an incredible turnout of patients for sterilization and vaccination services
during this week. Often times when veterinary resources are limited or unavailable, Animal Balance
veterinarians may be the only opportunity a patient has to visit with a doctor. Our veterinarians are
extremely experienced in providing all of the care needed to these patients during their visit to our clinic.

In addition to providing medical resources for pets, Animal Balance also provided sterilization resources
for community cats residing on San Cristobal. In partnership with ABG, Animal Balance trappers lead
teams of volunteers to humanely trap cats located throughout the villages. During this week, caretakers
learned about the importance of colony management. And, as Animal Balance continues our work on San
Cristobal, our partners and colony caretakers will be able to utilize these new learned skills to assist us in
our work.

Our team provided sterilization services for 386 cats and dogs and vaccinated hundreds more during this
campaign. These achievements continue to further our mission of improving the lives of animals by
igniting social change and proving humane population management solutions to the Galapagos Islands.


