
To Whom It May Concern 

From my consideration: 

It is a pleasure to address you, to introduce the Agency for Regulation and Control of Biosafety 

and Quarantine for Galapagos (ABG) created by Executive Decree No. 1319, published in the 

Second Supplement of the Official Register No. 811 of October 17, 2012, which has the mission 

of controlling, regulating, preventing and reducing the risk of the introduction, movement and 

dispersion of exotic organisms, by any means, which endangers human health, the economic 

system of the Archipelago and agricultural activities; as well as contributing to the conservation 

of the ecological integrity of the insular and marine ecosystems and the biodiversity (native and 

endemic) of each of the islands of the Galapagos Archipelago. 

Article 2 sections 1 and 2 of the Ibidem Decree; establish the attributions of the Agency: "1. To 

protect the biological and sanitary security of the inhabitants of the province of Galapagos; 2. 

Protect from any sanitary risk the native and endemic animal and vegetable species of the insular 

and marine ecosystems of Galapagos Including those introduced species that are of economic, 

social or agricultural interest ". 

Within these attributions an important part is the fulfillment of the activities of management and 

responsible holding of pets that is why I allow myself to let you know some important 

antecedents on these works in the Islands. 

 Since 2004, authorities and the community of the Galapagos Islands have been working with the 

NGO, Animal Balance (AB), to sterilize and humanely reduce cat and dog populations in the 

four populated islands (Santa Cruz, San Cristobal, lsabela And Floreana). 

Animal Balance began holding sterilization campaigns on Isabela in 2004. The clinics proved to 

be so popular among the local community that they became successful, so they were quickly 

replicated on the other three islands (Santa Cruz, San Cristobal and Floreana). 

The Galapagos Islands Humane Animal Management Program was designed to be sustainable. 

This was a crucial element and a component that ABG and AB have worked very hard to 

achieve. 



AB not only provided a much needed service to the community, but also took the time to train 

our Ecuadorian veterinarians to sterilize cats and dogs. This allowed us to continue the work and 

grow our own dog and cat sterilization campaigns and create a healthier and more contained "pet 

population". 

In addition, Animal Balance has covered the costs of all the equipment and medical supplies that 

were required for such a huge project over the past 13 years. AB volunteers donate their time and 

pay their own flights and hotels when they are working on the different campaigns. Without 

these donations and AB service, the state of the pet population would be different today in the 

Galapagos Islands. 

Since 2014 ABG and Animal Balance signed an agreement to continue working with the Islands 

and in this way contribute to the decrease of the pet population, since that moment we have 

jointly carried out three massive campaigns with great success and and which have been 

welcomed by the community. 

In February 2017, the ABG Board of Directors authorized vaccines (distemper, parvo, 

adenovirus type 11, leptospira and hepatitis) to be regulated and controlled exclusively by ABG. 

For this reason we are now entering a new chapter of our collective work. 

Against this background, Animal Balance has been asked to be the NGO that works with us to 

implement a controlled vaccination of dogs. We have the opportunity to finish the work we 

started 13 years ago together and sterilize and vaccinate all Galapagos dogs. 

Therefore, it is vitally important that our canine population be sterilized, vaccinated and 

contained, under the control of the owners. There is no more important part on this planet to 

preserve than the Galapagos Islands and its surrounding marine park. It is essential that we unite 

to protect its biodiversity for the future of our planet and all its species. 

ABG and AB are a powerful force and work to keep cats and dogs healthy, reduce their numbers 

through sterilization and help the community to take responsibility for their pets, thus protecting 

the delicate native species that live on the Islands.  



We hope to work with AB to design the collection of data on native species and pets in urban 

areas so that we can clearly demonstrate how this program helps all species. These data will then 

be shared with other island nations facing the same problems, such as Hawaii. 

 ABG and AB are an effective team, they have more than a decade of experience working 

together to solve some of the most complicated and sensitive issues of animal and pet wildlife on 

the planet. 

Finally, I would like to say that we hope that you will support Animal Balance's application for 

funds to sterilize and vaccinate all the dogs on the islands since it is necessary to implement the 

vaccination campaigns and continue with the pet sterilization campaigns and in this way protect 

and conserve the island ecosystems. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Marilyn Cruz 

Executive Director of the ABG. 

 

 

 


